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A new, upgraded transport vehicle, covered by the Alan B. Pearson Cancer Center Fund, helps patients get to radiation treatments in comfort.

 

continued on page 10

radiation therapy at Centra’s regional cancer center in 
Lynchburg can now catch a more comfortable ride in a 
new, upgraded transport vehicle. 

“Our old van had some limitations,” said Jason Moore, 
supervisor, Fleet Services. “It had over 200,000 miles. 
And there was a need for additional wheelchair space. 
This is a much better patient experience.”

The new vehicle includes additional seating, more space 
for wheelchairs, a television, Wi-Fi and is a smoother 
ride, which makes a big difference for cancer patients 
undergoing treatment. 

Many patients who need radiation therapy are treated 
five days a week for five to six weeks. 

On a roll: Your gifts help patients access treatment
Your support helps patients access the life-saving care 
and treatment they desperately need. Over the years, 
the generosity of the community has fueled Centra’s 
transport teams and provided a state-of-the-art neonatal 
ambulance, a mobile mammography van, a mobile 
medical van, flight helmets and more. Hitting the road 
this fall: a new, upgraded transport vehicle for cancer 
patients in Farmville. 

*Susan uses a wheelchair and needs assistance to get 
to her appointments for radiation therapy. *Cole does 
not have reliable transportation to get to his treatments. 
Both rely on Centra for transport.

Thanks to gifts from the community, Susan, Cole and 
many other patients in the Farmville area who need 

* Names changed to protect patients’ identities 
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A thank you from a Caregiver   
Your gifts enable current and aspiring nurses in our local communities to get 
the education, training and support they need to deliver compassionate care 
and pursue clinical excellence. Meet Lanie Thompson, RN, a recent graduate 
of the donor-funded Virginia Henderson Scholars Program, to learn about 
her journey and how you helped her along the way.

Dear Donors, 

When I was younger, I had a good experience with some nurses when I was in 
the hospital. That experience led me to want to care for others and help them 
through a difficult time. 

I found out about the Virginia Henderson Scholars Program through school 
and thought it sounded like a great opportunity. I am always looking for 
opportunities to learn and gain more experience.

During the start of the program, I served in the Emergency Department 
at Lynchburg General. I had a great experience and learned a lot about 
emergency medicine. After a few months, I transitioned to the Emergency 
Department Observation Unit. 

I have been on this unit for a little over a year now. I enjoy building 
relationships with my patients and being able to have a positive impact on 
their lives. 

The program helped increase my confidence and strengthen my abilities as     
a nurse. 

I would like to thank those who funded this program for the amazing 
experience. It gave me the opportunity to find my place in the nursing field 
and strengthen my nursing skills. 

I’m so grateful. Thank you!

Have you or a loved one received excellent care 
at Centra?

Make a gift in honor of your Caregiver(s) by 
visiting CentraFoundation.com/Grateful. 

Thank you for your 
compassionate generosity!

Tax ID#: 54-1604094
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To hear more from Lanie and recent patients about how your gifts to the 
Greatest Need Fund made an impact, visit CentraFoundation.com or scan the 
QR code on the back of this newsletter to watch a video.

Lanie Thompson, RN



When Linda and Donald Martin donate through the 
Centra Foundation each month, they support pediatric 
care for local children. Donald also makes a special note 
in honor of their daughter, Tina Roark, RN, a Caregiver 
in the NICU at Centra Virginia Baptist Hospital who is 
beloved by many local families.  

“Keep up the great work with those newborns.”
“Love your dedication.”
“Keep on going!”
“GREAT JOB!! LOVE YOU MORE!”

When Linda and Donald Martin make a gift online each 
month to support pediatric care at Centra, Donald 
includes a small note of encouragement for his daughter, 
Tina Roark, RN, a Caregiver in the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit (NICU). It’s a tradition he started many years ago.

“What she does is amazing,” Donald shared. “She’s very 
compassionate and dedicated to her work. She’s making 
a real difference for local families.” 

Linda agrees. “We are so proud of her. She really cares 
about the babies.”

Making a difference and giving back is something the 
Martins believe in and taught their two children, both of 
whom were born at Virginia Baptist, to believe in, too. 
“It’s good for you, it’s good for the community,” Donald 
said. “We want to share what God has blessed us with to 
help others, especially kids.”

A conversation with Tina made them realize they could 
impact the health of local children. 

“I was giving to other organizations like St. Jude’s, and 

Gifts honor Caregiver daughter and impact kids

Please visit CentraFoundation.com/Give to make a gift in 
honor of a Caregiver or to support pediatric care for local 
children.
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Donald Martin, Tina Roark, RN, and Linda Martin

they’re good organizations, but I didn’t realize or think 
about the fact that we could also help kids here until Tina 
told us about the impact donations make on the children 
she helps,” he said. “She was like ‘Dad, we can do so much 
more with the support of the community. I see the impact 
every day.’ I’m glad to know I can be part of her work.” 

Over the years, the community has helped to provide 
“NeoOne, the neonatal ambulance, state-of-the-
art equipment, the facilities … so much,” Tina said. 
“Healthcare is always changing. Support from the 
community helps us not only keep pace but provide really 
quality care for children. The generosity of others has 
been instrumental.” 

A multi-generational family of givers, she also gives 
through the Centra Foundation and is an Ambassador for 
the Centra Family Campaign.  “I tell people they really can 
make a difference. It’s going to a good cause.”

The proud father is glad to know his notes of 
encouragement are a bright spot, too. “I want her to know 
I’m proud of her and support what she does,” he said.

Centra Foundation Development Program Manager 
Heather Cassada looks forward to seeing his notes come 
through each month. 

“It makes our day at the Foundation,” she said. “It is so 
heartwarming.  It just goes to show that we really are a 
community organization.”    



A record-breaking success and gratitude for donors, Caregivers
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On August 17, over 350 supporters attended the fifth annual 
Centra Celebration fundraising gala. The evening celebrated 
Centra’s commitment to advancing health, hope and 
healing for patients in central Virginia and raised more than 
$420,000 net for our not-for-profit healthcare system’s 
greatest needs. 

Highlights from the evening included a delicious dinner, 
an exciting live auction, live music, a video with moving 
testimonials, remarks from Centra leaders and more. 
The event was supported by title sponsor Hurt & Profitt, 
diamond sponsor Foster Fuels and over 100 other generous 
sponsors.

Thank you to everyone who made a gift, sponsored or joined 
us for an evening filled with conversation, connection and 
moving reminders about the incredible impact you make on 
patients, our local healthcare system and our communities!  

Centra and Centra Foundation leaders, from left, Chris Thomson, Mary Ann Fuchs, Carolyn Jacques, Tom Nygaard, Chris Lewis, Richard 
Tugman, Beth Doyle, Allison Ebert
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and our not-for-profit community healthcare system

What’s touching to me is looking out and 
seeing so many faces that I’ve seen at 
each of our past gala fundraisers. Centra 
is fueled by a strong group of believers 
and supporters. Fueled by Caregivers who 
believe that their day-to-day work has a 
huge impact on patients, and supporters 
who believe in the need to nurture their 
community healthcare system.
	 - Beth Doyle
	 Centra Foundation 

Executive Vice President

Centra Celebration planning committee, from left, Susan Creasy, Nancy O’Brien, Heather Cassada, Traci Blido, Andrea Byers, Tiffany Lyttle, 
Ashley Klein, Sloan Albert. Not pictured: Susan Burnette, Robin Warner

continued on pages 6-9



6 | CentraFoundation.com

Bip & Ann Fauber,
Bunny Wood

					   

Donors not only give, they also 
receive joy and fulfillment knowing 
their gifts make a huge impact on 
the lives we serve. We know you 
have a lot of choices when it comes 
to donating, and we are so grateful 
that you choose to support quality, 
state-of-the-art healthcare close 
to home.

                                              - Carolyn Jacques 
Centra Foundation Board Chair

 	

‘A heart-touching show of support for local healthcare’

Having so many people here is a 
heart-touching show of support for 
local healthcare. Thank you. Your 
support, through the Foundation, 
helps us deliver on our desire 
to provide superior healthcare 
to everyone in our communities 
despite their ability to pay.

                                              - Tom Nygaard 
Centra Board Chair

 	

It is quite humbling to experience 
the level of support that exists 
in our community for Centra. 
My thanks to all of you for your 
generous support.

                                              - Richard Tugman
Centra Interim President & CEO
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Donor support is ‘jet fuel for our collective efforts’

Bip & Ann Fauber,
Bunny Wood

					   

During the pandemic, we watched 
our ventilator numbers so closely for 
many days, so afraid that we might 
get to the point of running out, but  
we never did. Other communities 
were not so lucky, but because of you 
all and the Foundation, we never had 
to make those horrible choices. So for 
that I thank you, our providers thank 
you and our communities thank you.

                                              - Chris Lewis
Centra Chief Clinical Officer 

It is important to highlight the 
incredible impact that philanthropic 
efforts have on the well-being of our 
community. The Centra Foundation 
is jet fuel for our collective efforts. 
Through your generosity, you have 
helped to fund vital programs and 
services that improve the health and 
quality of life for the communities 
we serve. Together, we can make a 
lasting impact and create a brighter 
future for all.

                                              - Chris Thomson 
Centra Chief Administrative 

& Transformation Officer 

I hope that you can see the 
tremendous impact that you, 
through the Foundation, have 
made in the growth, development 
and sustainability of the Centra 
workforce. I stand here in awe of 
your dedication and kindly thank 
you for all that you do to support 
our patients and our Caregivers as 
we strive to deliver excellence to all 
we serve. Thank you.

                                              - Mary Ann Fuchs 
Centra Chief Nursing Officer  

To learn more, see additional 
photos or make a gift to join the 
strong community of supporters 
impacting local health, please visit: 
CentraFoundation.com/Events
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Thank you to our

Donna
&

Rick Read
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Ellen & Lloyd Agnew
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Mary & Louis Basten

Belvac Production Machinery, Inc.
Joanna & Walter Beverly

Boxley Materials Company
CHG Healthcare

Rosemary & George Dawson
Tom Delaney & Linda Fields Delaney
Alexandra Lewis & John DeMarino

Lydia & Joshua Dispenza
English Construction Company, Inc.
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Libby & Paul Fitzgerald
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Brenda & Gregory Haan
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* DeceasedVisit CentraFoundation.com/Events to see a complete list of sponsors.		
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Centra Celebration sponsors!
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&
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gaughen
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On a roll: Your gifts help 
patients access treatment
continued from page 1

“For patients living in the Farmville area, the daily drive 
can present a challenge,” Jason said. “And when patients 
miss or have to reschedule appointments, this may 
create a delay in care or risk greater illness. This reduces 
the transportation barrier and helps patients receive 
their prescribed course of treatment.” 

The cost of the vehicle, over $150,000, was covered by 
the Alan B. Pearson Cancer Center Fund. 

“Patients are so appreciative of and grateful for this 
service,” Jason said. “We are all so excited about the new 
vehicle. It looks amazing. Thank you for this upgrade for 
patients.”

You can impact the patient experience for cancer 
patients, pediatric patients and all patients who rely on 
Centra for quality care, regardless of ability to pay. Visit 
CentraFoundation.com/Give to make a gift. 

The support of the community is fuel 
for Centra’s transport teams. Donors 
have provided:
•	 Ambulatory buses. 
•	 Flight helmets and jackets for Centra One.
•	 Mobile mammography van.
•	 NEO ONE neonatal ambulance. 
•	 Neonatal transport jacket.
•	 Rides to appointments. 
•	 And more.
 
A few ways your support has impacted 
cancer patients recently:
•	 Blanket warmers. 
•	 Handrails and handicap access buttons.
•	 Nutrition booklets.
•	 Outdoor furniture and pollinator garden.
•	 PET/CT LightBurst Digital Additional Ring 

Upgrade.
•	 Privacy screens and charging stations.
•	 Renovations to the Centra Alan B. Pearson 

Regional Cancer Center.
•	 And much more.

Make the most of your year-end gift and leave a lasting legacy
Your gifts care for patients every day, all year long, and we are grateful for your support. If I can assist you with your 
plans, please let me know.

Age 70 1/2 or older?
For 2024, you can make a qualified charitable distribution 
up to $105,000 from your IRA directly to the Centra 
Foundation without taking the distribution as taxable 
income.

Other smart ways to give:
•	 Leave a bequest in your will. Visit Legacy.

CentraHealth.com/Resources/Bequest-Language for 
assistance with wording.

•	 Name the Centra Foundation as a beneficiary of your 
retirement plan or insurance policy.

•	 Donate appreciated stock to avoid capital gains taxes 
and claim an income tax deduction.

•	 Suggest a grant from your donor-advised fund.

A gift for you:
Interested in values-based estate planning? We’re 
offering supporters complimentary and confidential 
values-based estate planning education with a nationally 
recognized expert.

Learn more: 
Legacy.CentraHealth.com

Centra Health Foundation • 1920 Atherholt Road, Lynchburg, VA 24501 • Tax ID: 54-1604094

Beth Doyle
Executive Vice President
434.200.4790
beth.doyle@centrahealth.com
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The Centra Foundation recognizes with gratitude the following donors who made gifts benefitting Centra as of September 30, 2024. 
Donors who contribute $1,500+ are members of the 2024 Centra Society. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of names 
listed. If there is an error or omission, please accept our apologies and call us at 434.200.2610 so that we can correct our records.

2024 CENTRA SOCIETY Donors

VISIONARY Club  
$100,000 - $499,999
Hanna Burruss 

Benefactor Club  
$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous
Edie & Sam Helms
Estate of Alan B. Pearson

patron Club  
$25,000 - $49,999
Estate of Dr. Robert R. & 
	 Mrs. Rebecca Peebles Bowen
Foster Fuels
Jennifer & Watt Foster
Friends of Bedford Hospice House
Hurt & Proffitt, Inc.
Mammograms Annually A Must

Heritage Club  
$15,000 - $24,999
Sara K. Buckley Tennis Tournament
Lynchburg General Hospital School 
	 of Nursing Alumni Association
Sandy Mitchell
Southern Landscape Group, Inc.

Samaritan Club  
$10,000 - $14,999
Anonymous (2)
American Cancer Society
Cross Country Healthcare
Tom Delaney & Linda Fields 		
	 Delaney
EverBless Foundation
Framatome Inc.
Cheryl & John Gaughen
Judy & Bill Gayle
Haskell Architecture & 
	 Engineering, Inc.
Ellen & Bill Jamerson
Remedy Medical Properties, Inc.
Robins & Morton
Trees of Hope
University of Lynchburg
Pat Gleason & Bill Van Dyke
Robin & Jim Warner

Monument Club  
$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Axcex Media LLC
Bison Printing, Inc.
CAPTRUST Financial Advisors
CMTA, Inc.
Susan & Hank Creasy
Dana & Doug Davenport
Trudy & Jimmy Davidson
Sarah & Jim Dunstan
Herbert Duvivier
Margaret Anne & Cap Eschenroeder
Jill & John Fees
Financial Designs
FTI Consulting Health Solutions
Mary Ann & Herbert Fuchs
Greater Lynchburg Community 
	 Foundation
Hancock, Daniel & Johnson, P.C.
Mamie & John T. Harris Trust Fund

Christie & Kevin Hooper
I Am Woman 5K
Carolyn & Richard Jacques
Jamerson-Lewis Construction, Inc.
Kahler Slater
Estate of Thomas D. Larkin, Jr.
Lenovo - Insight
Liberty Solutions, Inc.
Log A Load for Kids
MBS Locums, LLC
Susan & Wes Morgan
Moss Adams LLP
Nadine Blakely REALTOR
Ellen & Tom Nygaard
Nancy & Peter O’Brien
Edna & Steve Puckette
Raleigh Radiology
Donna & Rick Read
Cathy & Matt Sackett
Savista
Verna & Preston Sellers
Southern Air, Inc.
SparkChange LLC
Britney & Chris Thomson
Jenny & Richard Tugman
Unlock Health
Roger Vaden
Vizient Inc.
The Whiting-Turner Contracting 
	 Company
Tina Williams
Woods Rogers
Heather & George Zippel

Piedmont Club  
$3,000 - $4,999
Bank of the James
Cheryl & Peter Betz
Cristy & Roger Bradley
Estate of Elizabeth B. Burmahln
BWX Technologies, Inc.
Liz & Mike Cooper
Dodson Pest Control
Beth Doyle
Ann & Rodger Fauber
Judy & David Frantz
Jussara & Ismael Gama
Shawn Hayes
HealthCare Appraisers, Inc.
Robin Hildwein
Angie & Mitch Hodge
Cinda & George Hurt
Laboratory Corporation of 		
	 America
Gordon Leggett
Lori Nelson-Madison & Scott 	
	 Madison
Kathi & Victor McBryde
Denise & Gary Mignogna
Moore & Giles
Kimberly & Purav Patel
Kim & Ed Price
Progress Printing Company
PSH+
Radiation Oncology Associates 	
	 of Lynchburg, Inc.
James M. & Ida F. Rose Trust Fund
Sunburst Vinyl Supply

Mary & Robert Taylor
Stacey & Todd Vaught
Virginia Mental Health Access 
	 Program
Martina & Jeff West
Kennon & Charlie White
Jane* & Ken White
Tricia & Jeff Wiggins
Judy & John Workman

CENTRA Club  
$1,500 - $2,999
Anonymous (3)
Ellen & Lloyd Agnew
Ramona Akins
Sloan & Douglas Albert
Carrie & Josh Alley
Gina & Justin Anderson
Tom Angelo
Baird
Diane & Jeffrey Baker
Hilary & Jonathan Basham
Moira Rafferty & Rob Bass
Mary & Louis Basten
Belvac Production Machinery, Inc.
Ronnie & Clinton Beverly
Joanna & Walter Beverly
Traci & Mikael Blido
Boxley Materials Company
Pam & Mike Bradford
Terry & Bob Brennan
Amy Payne & Pat Brown
Lisa & James Bryant
Nancy & Vince Campbell
Candace & Pete Caprise
Virginia & Francis Carter
Centra Breast Imaging Physicians
Trish & Bob Chapman
CHG Healthcare
Melanie & Lynch Christian
Lucy & Robert Cook
Andrea & Cody Cotter
Tab Culbertson
Kathy & Jim Cure
Lynn & Jim Daly
Rosemary & George Dawson
Alexandra Lewis & John DeMarino
Lydia & Joshua Dispenza
Cindy & Joe Elmore
English Construction Company, Inc.
Libby & Paul Fitzgerald
Fleet Laboratories
Amy Gallagher
Anne & Dean Gianakos
Janice Luth & Dennis Goff
Brenda & Gregory Haan
Dawn & John Hartless
Josh Hicks
Patty & Paul Hill
Sandy & Skipper Holt
Deborah & Earl Horne
Betsy & Dennis Howard
HRCMS LLC
Megan & Matt Huffman
Linda & Bob Ingram
Crystal & Todd Irby
Pam & Duane James

John Stewart Walker, Inc.
Sonia Kesterson
Sam & Chuckie Laverty
Danielle & Chris Lewis
Lynchburg Ready Mix Concrete 	
	 Co., Inc.
Catherine & Mike Madden
Maddox Air, Electrical, & Plumbing
Andrew & Lesley Maggard
Tracy & Hutch Mauck
McGuireWoods
Vicki & Douglas McLean
Anna & Paul McWane
MDM Networking, Inc.
Sherri & Tom Meyer
Monile Construction
Norman Moon
Donna Moore
Moore’s Electrical & Mechanical
Marne Naas
Anhtai Nguyen
Darlene & Joe Nigro
Kristen & Mick O’Neill
Cheryl Patterson
Christine & Gus Petticolas
Pettyjohn, Wood & White, Inc.
Pinnacle Financial Partners
Dawn & Jerry Price
Kathryn & Richard Pumphrey
Quik-E Foods
Randolph College
Tina & Eron Reid
Cyndi & Jeff Riley
Julie & Brian Schietinger
Scott Insurance Company
Kristi & Frank Sink
Bonnie Svrcek & Keith Stevens
Brenda & John Stokes
Sallie & Walker Sydnor
Maya Chandrashekhar & 
	 Pavan Thallapragada
Truist
Janet & Robert Tyler
Kay & Kent Van Allen
Gail & Luke Van Dyke
VES Cupcakes for a Cure
Brye Viars
Patrice Villemure
Virginia Prosthetics & Orthotics
Corinne & Massie Ware
Randall & John Watts
Watts Propane
Jessica & Jeremy Welsh
Jane* & Bob Whisnant
Terri & Brent White
Kristi & Darryl Whitesell
Heidi Lipp & Tom Wigboldy
Nancy & Donald Wilkerson 
     and Dawson Family
Women’s Health of Central Virginia
Alex & Sackett Wood
Jeffrey Yeeles

* Deceased
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You make an impact 

The healthcare needs of our communities are substantial. Scan the QR code to watch a video 
on our homepage and learn more about how your gifts to the Greatest Need Fund help our not-
for-profit healthcare system meet challenges, save lives and enhance care for central Virginia.

CentraFoundation.com


